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In 1951 the American Library Association ALA Council approved new standards for accrediting library education 
programs These standards shifted accreditation from the bachelor s degree to the master s degree making the master s 
degree in library science the professional credential for entry into the profession At the time librarians believed this 
change would transform the practice of librarianship the nature of l Calls for a reexamination of ALA s decision in 
1951 to make the MLS the primary degree for entry into the profession Swigger examines why the decision was made 
and whether or not it is a currently valid model for today s students He suggests s 
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