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5 of 7 review helpful Readable primer for digital libraries By The Surly Aardvark In Understanding Digital Libraries 
Michael Lesk explains a new method of distribution and preservation in a dry informative even handed and almost 
academic fashion His book while unlikely to capture the imagination of the average layperson is a reasonably 
successful textbook which might be of interest to students and professionals alike This fully revised and updated 
second edition of Understanding Digital Libraries focuses on the challenges faced by both librarians and computer 
scientists in a field that has been dramatically altered by the growth of the Web At every turn the goal is practical to 
show you how things you might need to do are already being done or how they can be done The first part of the book 
is devoted to technology and examines issues such as varying media requirem Lesk is the senior and most 
knowledgeable author in the field His dry humor and clear explanations combined with his uncanny ability to uncover 
and address key ideas and problems make this a must read Edward A Fox Ph D Professor of Computer Scien 
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